THE  TODMORDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual 


Report 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

May  1st,  1920. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 


INFLUENZA. 


1  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Todmorden  Rural  District  for  the  year 
1919, 

The  District  consists  mostly  of  hilly  country, 
the  lowest  part  lying  about  350  feet  above  sea 
level  and  the  highest  1,559. 

The  River  Calder,  the  Rochdale  Canal,  the 
L.  and  Y.  Main  Railwav  Line,  and  the  Halifax 
and  Todmorden  Main  Road  lie  close  together 
along  the  valley  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
District.  The  area  of  the  District  is  20,501  acres. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  farming 
class,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  employed 
as  operatives  in  the  various  cotton  mills  in  the 
District  and  in  the  adjoining  Urban  D  stricts 
in  the  wholesale  clothing  works  and  the  weaving 
sheds. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Out-Relief  for  the 
year  1919  was  ,£225. 

Many  of  the  manufacturing  firms  aind  private 
individuals  in  the  District  subscribe  to  the 
Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  and  have  in  return 
practically  the  free  use  of  the  Infirmary,  and 
the  advice  of  its  Honorary  Staff  in  all  medical 
and  surgical  -cases  necessitating  treatment  at  that 
Institution. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  District  have  also  the 
advantage  of  the  use  of  tile  Fielden  and  Sour- 
hall  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals,  the  Rural 
District  Council  being  one  of  the  constituent 
authorities.  There  is  also  excellent  work  done 
through  the  District  Nursing  Institution  by  two 
nurses,  one  of  whom  is  trained  in  Maternity, 
and  is  open  for  engagements  to  attend  women 
in  childbirth,  either  with  or  without  a  doctor, 
at  a  small  fixed  charge. 

The  Medical  and  Sanatorium  Benefits  under 
the  National  Insurance  Acts,  1911,  are  ad¬ 
ministered  in  the  District.  The  sanatorium 
benefits,  as  you  are  aware,  are  for  casets  of 
Tuberukxsis.  and  comprise  sanatoria,  dispensary 
and  domiciliary  treatment. 


Nearly  all  the  deaths  from  influenza  occurred 
in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  the 
tatter  end  of  the  epidemic  which  began  in 
November,  1918.  Most  of  the  deaths  from  res¬ 
piratory  diseases  were  also  traceable  to  influenza. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Nine  deaths  took  place  in  infants  under  one 
year,  yielding  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  243.2 
per  1,000.  Three  were  ascribed  to  prematurity, 
aged  16,  14,  and  2  days  respectively.  Three  to 
broncho- pneumonia,  aged  2,  5,  and  9  months 
respectively.  Two  to  congenital  heart  disease, 
aged  14  anu  22  days.  One  to  injury  at  birth,  aged 
7  hours.  The  number  of  deatfi3  is  excessive,  but 
I  am  sure  accidental.  Six  were  unavoidable, 
and  the  remaining  three  were  from  respiratory 
affections.  I  am  convinced  that  infants  in  your 
area  get  every  attention,  and  there  is  no  question 
of  neglect  in  any  case. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION 
ACT. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  and  Dysentery  have  been 
added  to  the  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year, 
whilst  the  Public  Health  (Measles  and  German 
Measles  Order)  Regulation,  1915,  was  rescinded 
in  November  by  order  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

During  the  year  there  were  in  all  30  notifica¬ 


tions  : — 

Measles  .  4 

Scarlet  Fever  .  10 

(8  treated  in  Hospital.) 

Diphtheria  .  2 

(1  treated  in  Hospital.) 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Malaria  .  2 

Enteric  Fever  .  4 

(1  treated  in  Hospital.) 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  2 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  has  furnished  figures 
for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the-  vital  statistics. 
They  are  for  the  birth  rate  4,316,  and  for  the 
death  rate  4,143.  The  rates  are  as  follows,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  figures  for 
the  year  1918  are  shown  in  the  second  column, 
and  those  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  last 


column : — 


Eng.  & 
Wales. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  ... 

Net  Death  Rate  . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Zvmotic  Death  Rate  ... 
Tuberculous  Death  Rate 
Respiratory  Death  Rate 
Cancer  Death  Rate  . 


1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

8.5  . 

..  10.9  . 

..  18.5 

16.4  . 

..  16.5  . 

..  13.8 

243.2  . 

..  88  8  . 

..  89.0 

0.2  .. 

,  Nil.  . 

0.9  . 

..  1.3  . 

2.6  . 

..  2.4  . 

2.4  . 

..  1.3  . 

The  births  registered  number  97  (including 
three  illegitimate),  viz.,  18  males'  and  19  females, 
giving  a  birth  rate  of  8.5  per  1.000.  This  num¬ 
ber  compares  unfavourably  with  those  of  the 
five  previous  years,  where  the  numbers  of  births 
were  45,  46,  6i,  69  and  77  respectively  in  the  years 
1918,  1917,  1916,  1915,  and  1914. 

The  deaths  registered  number  68.  viz.,  38  males 
and  30  females,  yielding  an  annual  death  rate 
per  1,000  of  16.4.  Seven  of  these  deaths  took 
place  outside  the  district,  in  the  various  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  have  been  added  to  the  61  deaths 
which  actually  occurred  in  the  district.  The 
number  of  deaths  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the 
births — a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  The 
deaths  in  the  five  previous  years,  that  is  1918 
back  to  1914  were  as  follows :  61,  57,  71,  79,  77. 


Pneumonia  of  a  dangerous  type  was  prevalent 
during  the  months  of  January  and  February. 
Since  then  there  has  been  little  or  none. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  enteric  fever,  three 
occurred  in  the  village  of  Heptonstall,  the  fourth 
in  Pocket  Well.  In  each  case  minor  sanitary 
defects  were  found  and  corrected.  Recovery  took 
place  in  all  instances. 

The  number  of  notifications  was-  small,  aind 
there  was  no  tendency  to  epidemicity  except  in 
the  case  of  influenza,  which  has  been  previously 
mentioned.  Some  cases  of  chicken  pox  and 
whooping  cough  were  present  in  the  various 
elementary  schools,  but  not  to  any  extent. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district 
is  1,556,  and  of  this  number  1,496  are  working 
class  dwellings. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year, 
and  there  are  none  in  course  of  construction. 
The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  real 
shortage  of  suitable  houses  for  the  working 
classes,  and  that  therefore  it  is  not  needful  to 
propound  a  scheme. 

The.  houses  existing  are  all  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation.  No  areas  have  been  classified  as.  un¬ 
healthy,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  by 
inhabitant  householders  under  Section  31  of  the 
1890  Act. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  elementary 
schools  and  the  health  of  the  children  attending 
them  has  been  uniformly  good.  I  have  visited 
them  when  occasion  required. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  causes  of  death 


M.  F. 

Influenza  . 3  ...  8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . ;..  1  ...  2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  _  ...  1 

Camcer  . 5  ...  5 

Organic  Heart  Disease .  6  ...  1 

Bronchitis  .  6  ... 

Pneumonia  . 5  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) .  1  ... 

Nephritis  . ,.... . . .  ...  1 

Congenital  Debility  . 2  ...  2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .  9  ...  9 


The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  above  list 
is  the  heavv  mortality  from  Influenza  and 
respiratory  diseases. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  in¬ 
spected,  and  they  are  all  kept  clean. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  wafer  su.jmly  of  thp  houses  in  the  district 
is  derived  from  innumerable  private  sources.  As 
has  occurred  before  during  the  summer  months, 
there  was  a  decided  shortage  in  the  village  of 
Heptonstall,  and  the  supp.lv  had  to  be  regulated, 
firstly  from  31st  July  to  27th  August,  and  again 
from  the  9t,h  to  30th  September.  The  water  in 
the  North  Gate  cistern  was  found  to  be  polluted, 
owing'  to  defects  in  the  cistern  itself,  This  has 
been  remedied. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


A  certain  number  of  additional  houses  and 
farms  have  been  drained.  The  effluent  from  the 
Outfall  Works,  at  Kingdom  Field,  is  satis¬ 
factory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  closet  accommodation  has  undergone  little 
or  no  change.  The  water  carriage  system  is 
inconvenient  for  the  old  property,  and  no  new 
property  has  been  constructed.. 

SCAVENGING. 

932  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  tips, 
and  312  to  farmers  at  a  total  cost  of  <£466. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

Your  Inspector  has  made  448  visits  during  the 
year.  48  informal  notices  were  served ;  41  of 
which  were  complied  with  leaving  7  to  to  be  dealt 
with  in  1920. 

76  nuisances  were  reported,  69  of  which  were 
abated. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
area,  and  only  one  offensive  trade,  viz..  Tripe 
Dressing.  This  is  carried  on  in  a  proper  man¬ 
ner. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1919  1918.  1917. 

Mean  Temperature  45.099  ...  47.387  ...  45.017 

Rainfall  .  42.70  ...  49.69  ...  38.24 

The  following  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in 
the  District : — 

The  Pubic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1890 
(Part  3). 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  were  adopted  in  May,  1900. 

I  aon,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GARNET  GLOAG  LAWSON, 

M.B.,  B.Ch„  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Any  developments  during  1919? — No. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? — Heptonstall, 
intermittent  supply  31st  July  to  27th  August,  and 
9th  September  to  30th  September. 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality, 
and  where? — -Cistern  North  Gate,  Heptonstall, 
repaired. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Any  developments  during  1919?- — Drainage  21 
houses  and  6  farms. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  want  of 
sewers — branch  sewers,  and  drains;  (b)  improve¬ 
ments  of  defective  sewers — two. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  or 
complaints  as  to  smells?— No. 

Are  there  any  sink  wastes  still  needing  dis¬ 
connection  ? — Unknown. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens  19.  No.  of 
Pail  or  Tub  Closets  545.  No.  of  Privies  with 
covered  middens  71.  No.  of  Water  Closets  109. 
Waste-water  Closets  7.  No.  of  Privies  re-con¬ 
structed  during  1919— (a)  as  w.c.'s  Nil,  (b)  other 
4.  No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old 
property  in  1919 — (a)  w.c.'s  Nil,  (b)  other  1. 
No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1919  for  new  houses 

(a)  w.c.’s  Nil,  (b)  other  Nil. 

SCAVENGING. 

Any  change  during  1919  ? — No.  How  is  refuse 
disposed  of? — No.  of  loads  to  (a)  Destructor  Nil, 

(b)  Tip-s  932  (excreta  260,  ashes  672),  (cl  farmers 
312.  Total  annual  cost  ,£466.  Is  there  any 
inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

Tbtal  No.  of  inspections  made  in  1919,  448. 
Informal  notices  served,  48.  Complied  with  41. 
Statutory  notices  -served,  Nil.  Complied  with, 
Nil.  Total  No.  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close 
of  1918,  Nil,  at  close  of  1919,  7.  Total  No.  of 
nuisances  reported  during  1919,  76,  abated  during 
1919,  69.  Total  No,  of  summonses  or  other  legal 
proceedings,  Nil. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  etc. — Common 
Lodging  Houses,  Houses  let  in  lodgings.  Canal 
Boats,  Knackers  Yards,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds, 
Nil.  Offensive  Trades,  No.  in  district  1,  No.  on 
register  1,  Total  No-,  of  inspection®  4,  general 
condition  satisfactory,  legal  proceedings  Nil. 


Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes 
to  be  offensive  trades,  e.g.,  Eish-frying,  Maggot¬ 
breeding,  etc.  ? — No. 

SCHOOLS. 

No.  of  visits  to  Schools,  14.  Action  taken.  Nil. 
MILK  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  o-f  S.A.  for 
analysis  under  F.  and  D.  Acts,  Nil.  No. 
adulterated,  Nil.  No.  of  samples  taken  by  offi¬ 
cers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological  examination,  Nil. 
What  arrangement  for  veterinary  inspection  of 
dairy  cows?  Nil.  Any  instance  of  disease  attri¬ 
buted  to-  milk  in  1919  ? — No.  No.  of  oowkeepers 
in  district,  252.  No.  registered  252.  No.  of  milk 
sellers  who-  are  also-  oowkeepers,  36.  No.  who  are 
purveyors  only,  2.  Total  No.  registered,  38. 
Total  No.  of  Cowsheds,  259.  No.  of  inspections 
in  1919,  41.  General  condition,  fair.  Approxi¬ 
mate  No.  of  milch  cows  in  district,  900.  Any 
insufficiency  in  milk  supply? — No,  Legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  under  D.C.M.  orders.  Nil.  Any  inspec¬ 
tion  or  other  action  by  districts  to  which  milk 
is  sent? — No..  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 
Order,  1919,  any  action? — -No. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

No-,  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by 
Officer  of  S.A.  for  examination  under  the  Foods 
and  Drugs  Acts,  Nil.  No.  adulterated  Nil.  No. 
of  seizures  of  unsound  food.  Nil  Kind  and 
quantity.  Nil.  No.  of  prosecutions.  Nil.  No.  o-f 
slaughter  houses,  3.  No.  registered  3.  No. 
licensed,  3.  Kind  and  condition,  fair.  No.  of 
prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs,  Nil,  (b)  un¬ 
sound  food.  Nil,  (c)  re  slaughter  houses,  Nil. 
No>.  of  bakehouses,  5.  Is  there  a  Public  Ab- 
battoir? — No. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Any  smoke  nuisances,  and  where? — Nil. 
No.  of  smoke  observations  taken.  Nil.  No.  of 
cautions,  Nil.  Legal  notices,  Nil.  Summonses, 
Nil. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Acts  adopted  during  1919,  Nil.  For  Rural 
Districts  (any  Urban  powers  obtained  in  1919?), 
Nil. 

BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Any  adopted  or  revised  during  1919,  Nil.  Are 
any  other  byelaws  needed?— No. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in 
1919? — Influenza  during  first  two  mouths  of  year. 
Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — 
Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery.  Any  influences 
threatening  the  health  of  the  District? — No. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  AND  INVESTIGA¬ 
TIONS. 

None. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop. 
Yets ;  (2)  examination  f  ir  contacts.  No  ;  (3)  disin¬ 
fection.  Yes;_(4)  distribution  of  advice  leaflets. 
Yes;  (5)  action  re  spitting,  public  notices;  (6) 
shelters  provided.  No;  (71  is  sputum  examined? — 
Yes;  (8)  tuberculosis  dispensaries — any  sugges¬ 
tions  ? — -No. 

BACTERIOLOGY. 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilised? — Yes.  Any 

suggestions  ?— No. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it?— Health 
visitor  is  appointed  by  County  Council  who  visits 
all  houses  where  a  birth  has  taken  place.  Any 
voluntary  centres  for  child  or  mother  welfare? 
—No.  Causes  of  any  excessive  infant  mortality 
m  1919,  Not  excessive. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

^Births  during  1919,  Males  18,  Females  19.  Total 
37.  No.  illegitimate  included  in  above  3.  No, 
of  still  births  (not  included)  unknown.  Deaths 
during  1919— (1)  gross  deaths,  i.e..  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  District  without  any  correction, 
61 ;  (2)  nett  eleaths  on  which  the  rates  are  cal¬ 
culated,  males  38,  females,  30,  total  68.  No.  of 
uncertified  deaths  (iucluded  above).  Nil. 

MORTUARIES, 

What  Mortuary  accommodation — (a)  for  acci¬ 
dents,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
adjoining  district  of  Hebden  Bridge  for  accom¬ 
modation;  (b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at 
hospital,  None. 

SANITARY  STAFF, 

What  is  the  present  annual  salaiy  of  the 
M.O.H.  ? — <£58.  Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Edgar  Sinioox.  Annual  salary  as  Inspector’ 
<£115.  Other  appointments  'held,  Surveyor! 
Salary  for  such  other  appointments,  <£114  8s,'  0d 
Any  assistants?— No.  Is  staff  sufficient?— Yes 


I 


Torpoint  Urban  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report 

For  the  Year  1919. 


- TO  THE - 

TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  your  district  for  1919. 

The  year  will  ever  he  a  memorable  one  in  the  history  of  public  health 
owing  to  the  passing  of  the  ‘‘Ministry  of  Health  Act,”  the  object  of  which  is,  as 
has  been  stated  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  “to  promote 
the  health  of  the  people  and  to  guide  all  health  activities  to  a  single  goal.” 
The  history  of  the  steps  in  the  nineteenth  century  and  before  by  which  this  has 
been  attained,  and  an  account  of  what  is  expected  of  it  in  the  future,  do  not 
properly  find  a  place  in  a  local  report. 

By  Sections  3  and  4  of  the  Act  there  are  transferred  to  the  Minister  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners, 
of  the  Board  of  Education  with  respect  to  the  health  of  children  who  have  not 
attained  the  age  of  five  years  and  the  inspection  of  school  children,  powers  of 
Privy  Council  under  the  Midwives  Acts,  and  powers  hitherto  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  under  Part  I  of  the  Children  Act,  1908. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population:  Census,  1911 — 4,283;  Estimated,  1919—4,800.  The  area  is 
1,324  acres,  of  which  143^  are  Admiralty  land,  26  acres  built  upon  within  the 
last  20  years,  and  20  acres  previously  built  upon. 


The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  Naval  (538)  and  Dockyard. 

The  total  births  were  102,  and  the  total  deaths  55.  The  following  being 
the  rates  for  the  year,  those  for  England  and  Wales  being  inserted  in  brackets 
for  comparison  : — 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population  ...  20*8  ...  ( 1 8*5) 

Annual  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  11 '4  ...  (13‘8) 

Total  deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  births.  176  ...  (89). 

The  apparently  high  infant  mortality  is  referred  to  under  the  Section  on 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  poor-law  relief  was  102,  consisting  of 
38  chargeable  to  Torpoint,  17  resident  in  Torpoint  chargeable  to  other  Unions, 
and  27  Torpoint  inmates  of  the  Workhouse.  The  pauper  rate  was  2P2  per  1,000 
inhabitants. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. — The  analysis  does  rot  give  as  good  a  result  as  in  1914,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  difficulty  in  replacing  the  sand  in  the  filter  beds.  Another  analysis,  both 
chemical  and  b  cteriologieal.  will  be  made  as  soon  as  this  has  been  done  and  the 
beds  matured. 


Parts  per 
100,000 


Total  solids  (dried  at  120°  C.)  ...  ...  31.60 

Combined  chlorine  ...  ...  ...  4' 70 

equivalent  to  Na  Cl  ...  ...  7"7 

Nitric  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  0'36 

Nitrous  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Annuoniacal  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  00026 

Albumenoid  nitrogen  ...  ..  ...  00102 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°  C.  ...  04)71 

Lead  or  Copper  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Temporary  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co  3)  ...  18  0 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ...  ...  2'8 

Total  hardness  ...  ...  ...  20"8 


Grains 
per  gallon 
2212 
3-29 
543 
02-5 
Nil 

00018 

0-0071 

0-050 

Nil 

12-6 

20 

14-6 


The  supply  is  insufficient,  especially  at  the  higher  levels,  where  in  some 
cases  the  flush  tanks  fill  only  once  a  day,  and  it  takes  an  hour  or  two  to  fill  a 
bucket.  The  Surveyor  is  carrying  out  a  scheme  to  improve  this  which  c  msists 
of  a  separate  connection  to  service  reservoir  with  the  necessary  distributing  4-in. 
mains  and  connections.  This  supply  will  affect  352  houses,  and  will  be  entirely 
cut  off  from  tne  supply  of  the  lower  levels,  though  if  occasion  arises  the  whole 
may  be  again  used  as  a  single  supply  to  the  whole  area. 


The  water  is  supplied  from  a  catchment  area  situated  at  (  rafthole,  6  miles 
distant,  the  system  having  been  established  in  1886.  The  alteration  being  carried 
out  will  do  much  to  equalise  the  distribution  pending  the  consideration  of  an 
improved  supply. 


Scavenging. — This  is  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  there  are 
many  houses  in  which  the  moveable  ashbins  are  either  out  of  order  or  substituted 
by  boxes  unsuitable  for  the  purpose. 


Sanitary  Inspection. — (a)  57  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  choked 

drains,  infections  diseases,  houses  in  bad  state  of  repair,  school  premises,  or  re¬ 
constructions  and  repairs  consequent  upon  issue  of  notices.  (b)  Statuory  notices, 
nil  ;  informal,  10.  (c)  Results  of  service  of  such  notices :  work  done  in  every 

case. 

Schools  — In  the  Macey  Street  Schools  defects  were  found,  both  of  a  structural 
and  decorative  nature,  these  have  been  remedied. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — This  never  became  a  widespread  difficulty  in  the  district, 
complaints  about  insufficient  supply  to  mothers  and  children  were  reported  to  the 
Executive  Officer  of  the  Food  Control  Committee,  and  remedied  as  far  as  possible. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  57,  of  which  29  were  cases  of  pneumonia, 
13  diphtheria,  3  scarlet  fever,  1  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  6  malaria,  2  poliomyelitis, 
and  3  erysipelas.  There  were  3  fatal  cases  of  pneumonia,  none  of  any  of  the 
other  diseases. 

Pneumonia. — Of  the  29  cases,  15  were  notified  between  the  5th  and  24th 
of  March. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  13  cases,  11  occurred  in  the  higher  levels,  shewing  that 
scarcity  of  water  rather  than  house  defects  was  the  cause. 

.  .£ 

Malaria. — The  6  cases  were  all  those  of  men  demobilised  from  the  Army. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  free. 

Bacteriological  examinations  for  diphtheria,  typhoid  and  tuberculosis  are 
undertaken  by  the  Clinical  Research  Society  at  the  expense  of  the  U.D.C. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Very  useful  work  is  being  done  by  the  local  Nursing  Association,  which 
maintains  one  general  and  one  district  nurse.  The  Urban  District  Council 
subscribe  £40.  Of  the  102  births,  the  nurses  were  present,  either  as  nurse  or 
midwife  in  94.'  There  are  620  subscribers  of  over  2/-. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  was  11,  including  3  from  a  distance. 

There  were  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these,  7  were 
illegitimate  infants  ;  but  of  these,  5  were  cases  of  multiple  births,  death  occurring 
shortly  after  birth. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  duties  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  under  War  conditions  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  II. 
Beaumont,  A.M.I.C.E.,  as  captain  of  a  Chinese  Labour  Battalion  in  France.  He 
took  up  his  duties  again  on  September  16th,  1919. 

During  his  absence  the  duties  were  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  the  road  foreman,  with  the  assistance  when  required  of  a 

consulting  engineer,  Mr.  R.  Hansford  Worth,  C.E.,  and  with  outside  clerical 

assistance. 

There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  available  for  infectious  diseases,  the 
necessity  for  such  provision  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that  6  of  the  cases  of 

diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one 

tenant,  thus  expense  and  inconvenience  were  caused  to  more  than  one  family  in 
each  case.  A  site  might  be  chosen  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  three  Sanitary 
Authorities,  St.  Germans,  Saltash,  and  Torpoint,  provided  the  hospital  could  be 
supplied  with  a  motor  ambulance. 


HOUSING. 

(I)  General  Housing  Conditions  of  tin.  District : — 

The  total  number  of  houses  is  821,  of  which  442  are  rated  at  under 
£12  ;  328  between  £12  and  £20 ;  and  51  over  £20. 

The  average  number  of  people  per  house  is  5*8  ;  13  houses  have  been 
built  since  1911,  all  of  them  rated  at  between  £12  and  £20. 

The  Admiralty  propose  to  build  an  oil  fuel  depot  on  the  river-side  at 
a  cost  of  £555,000,  but  against  this  is  the  steady  discharge  of  men  from 
the  Dockyard,  many  of  whom  have  to  seek  work  elsewhere. 

(II)  Overcrowding  : — 

This  is  known  to  exist  in  some  few  cases,  whilst  there  are  others 
where  the  housing  accommodation  is  not  up  to  ihe  standard  desired  by  the 
tenants  themselves  or  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  At  present  better  houses 
are  not  available. 

(III)  Fitness  of  Houses  : — 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  good.  All  the  older 
parts  of  the  town  was  inspected  once  and  some  twice  in  the  3  or  4  years 
before  the  war.  The  owners  are  called  upon  to  do  urgent  repairs,  but 
with  the  present  high  prices  it  is  thought  inadvisable  to  make  any  but  very 
necessary  demands  upon  landlords. 

(IV)  Unhealthy  Areas  : — 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district,  and  no  back  to  back 
houses ;  with  half-a-dozen  exceptions,  the  houses  all  front  a  good  street. 


(V)  By-laws  : — 

No  need  for  revision  of  existing  by-laws  has  been  felt.  The  relaxation 
of  by-laws  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  regard  to  the  construction  of 
new  dwelling-houses  has  been  made  known. 

(VI) — (i.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints  were  mad 

that  they  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  .. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose 

of  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909  ...  ...  ...  g 

(iii)  — (a)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  were  carried  out  by  the 

local  authority  ...  ...  '  .  4 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice  by  the 
owner  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  without  reconstruction  0 

(iv)  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Q 

(v)  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  '0 

I 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SYDNEY  G.  VINTER,  dp.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


to  ® 


